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Good afternoon. Distinguished guests, friends of Rebild, friends of 

Denmark, and friends of the United States. 

It is a genuine honor to be with you here in Rebild Hills on the Fourth of 

July. Let me begin by thanking Jørgen Bech Madsen, President of the Rebild 

National Park Society, Mette Bugge, the Society’s Secretary General, the 

Board of Directors of the Society, and everyone who has worked to make this 

gathering possible. I am grateful for the invitation to represent the American 

Chamber of Commerce in Denmark in a moment that is both meaningful but 

also challenging. 

Today is no ordinary Fourth of July. In 2026, the United States marks 250 

years since it declared its independence, and Denmark and the United States 
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mark 225 years of continuous diplomatic relations. Both of those milestones 

form the backdrop against which I will be speaking to you today. 

We all know that the Fourth of July is more than just an anniversary of 

independence. It is also a moment to reflect on a set of ideas: that government 

should rest on the consent of the governed; that liberty is not a privilege granted 

by power, but a right belonging to the people; that human dignity is 

fundamental; and that citizens have both rights and responsibilities in shaping 

the society they share. 

Americans, of course, have yet to fully live up to those ideals. Our history 

includes extraordinary achievement, but also deep contradictions. It includes 

moments when America has inspired others beyond hope, and moments when 

it has disappointed even those who love it. But the enduring power of the 

American experiment is that its founding ideals continue to call the country 

forward. They give Americans a standard by which to judge themselves, even 

when we fall short. They also form what has been a broad and overlapping set of 
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values that the United States has long shared with many other friends and 

partners, including Denmark, and a language with which to argue and work for 

change together, even in moments when we have not always agreed. 

This is the work of generations, built over time by people who decide, 

again and again, that these ideals, and the relationships built around them, are 

worth pursuing and renewing. 

That is why Rebild is such a powerful symbol. Since 1912, this celebration 

has stood for more than just ceremony. It has stood for active friendship 

between peoples, for family ties across the Atlantic, for Danish-Americans 

returning to a country of memory and origin, and for Danes and Americans 

meeting one another not as abstractions, but as neighbors, relatives, partners, 

colleagues, and friends. 

For me, those ties are also deeply personal. I first came to Denmark as an 

American diplomat. At the time, Denmark was a posting, but it became home. I 

remained here, built a life here, became a Danish citizen, and today I have the 
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privilege of leading an association whose mission is to strengthen the business 

and investment ties between Denmark and the United States. 

Denmark is also not just a country I came to; it is also part of where I come 

from. My mother’s side of our family came largely from the Ringkøbing and 

Odense areas and emigrated to the United States in the late 1800s. They were, 

like so many others, farmers, seeking opportunity and another life in America. 

So, when I stand here today, I do so as someone whose life has been 

shaped by the relationship we are gathered here today to celebrate. America will 

always be part of my core identity, but Denmark is now my home. I am an 

American by birth, and I am a Dane by choice. 

Because of that, I am very aware that we meet here today at a 

complicated moment, when there are real tensions in the U.S.-Danish 

relationship. It would be wrong to pretend otherwise. Some U.S. statements and 

actions during this past year have landed hard in Denmark. They have touched 

on sensitive issues of sovereignty, respect among allies, and the recognition 
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owed to Danish soldiers and their families who carried heavy burdens where 

Denmark stood shoulder to shoulder with the United States. Indeed, some of 

those soldiers did not make it home, and we honor them for their service, 

bravery, and sacrifice. 

Those tensions are real, and the concerns behind them should not be 

ignored. Friendship is not strengthened by pretending disagreement does not 

exist. Mature relationships require honesty, respect and the ability to speak to 

each other carefully when words matter most. 

But we must also be careful not to let a difficult moment, however hard it 

may feel in that moment, define a whole relationship. A relationship of 225 years 

cannot and should not be reduced to one season of tension. 

The U.S.-Danish relationship is about more than two governments. It 

exists beyond ministries and national capitals. It also lives in universities, 

laboratories, hospitals, ports, production sites, boardrooms, and classrooms. It 
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is found in Danish businesses investing and hiring across the United States, and 

in American companies doing the same here in Denmark. 

And from where I stand in my current role, I am able to say, even now, the 

commercial and investment relationship between Denmark and the U.S. 

remains strong. It creates jobs, supports innovation, moves ideas across 

borders, and connects two economies with complementary strengths: Danish 

trust, talent, engineering, innovation, energy, and problem-solving on the one 

side, and American scale, capital, entrepreneurship, research depth, and global 

reach on the other. When those strengths meet, both countries benefit. 

Relationships between countries are also about ties among people and 

institutions and communities. And we as people, companies, institutions, and 

communities like this one can choose how to respond when we are challenged. 

We can withdraw in frustration, or we can take ownership and act to safeguard 

what remains strong and rebuild what needs repair. We can allow tension to 
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become distance, or we can use this moment to invest more deliberately in 

dialogue, practical cooperation, and friendship. 

That does not mean trying to return to the past exactly as it was. That 

would be naïve. We all know that history does not move backward. The world 

has changed. Denmark has changed. The United States has changed. But 

change does not have to mean decline. Change can also bring the means to 

renew the U.S.-Danish relationship for the world we actually live in. 

It is a common temptation in this life to think that the present moment is 

permanent. It never is. In 1987, as a young man, I walked in West Berlin along 

the Berlin Wall, brushing my hand along its surface and wondering whether it 

could ever possibly disappear in my lifetime. I doubted that it could. And then 

just over two years later, I was back in Berlin to see it fall. 

History is never over. Difficult periods can and do pass. 

Misunderstandings can be made right. Trust can be rebuilt. And while things 
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may not go back exactly to what they once were, there is no reason they cannot 

become something good again, maybe in a new and more honest way. 

Rebild reminds us that friendship between nations is not just something 

we declare, it must be practiced. It is practiced by showing up, by listening, by 

preserving traditions even when the atmosphere around them becomes 

difficult, and by remembering why the relationship mattered before the tension, 

and why it will still matter after the tension has passed. 

The Fourth of July is an American holiday. But here in Rebild, it has also 

become a Danish-American practice and, I believe, an act of faith. Faith that 

freedom matters. That friendship across the Atlantic matters. And that the work 

of connection is worth doing, even and especially when that work is hard. 

So I leave you today with this personal conviction: there is still a great deal 

for Danes and Americans to believe in and to accomplish when it comes to our 

relationship. There are still students to exchange, businesses to grow, 

technologies to develop, security challenges to meet, culture to share, and 



Rebild Festival 2026 

 

9 

 

friendships to deepen. There are still reasons for Denmark and the United States 

to look toward one another not only with concern, but also confidence. Let us 

remember and celebrate that today as well. 

Thank you all for being here. Thank you for keeping this tradition alive. 

Thank you for continuing to believe that friendship between Denmark and the 

United States is not only part of our mutual history, but also still part of our 

shared future. 


